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What is Student Engagement?

• Student engagement is a key element of a positive school climate, with a large body of research 
linking it to academic achievement. Students demonstrate behavioral engagement through actions 
such as consistent attendance, completing assignments, coming to class prepared, and 
participating in class and in school activities.

• Students are emotionally engaged when they like school, are interested in, and identify with school 
culture. Students are cognitively engaged when they exert effort to do well in school, which can 
lead to strong academic self-concept.
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How do you keep students 
engaged?







Example
Learning Goal Previous Assessment Revised UDL Assessment

Understand and explain the concept 
of least restrictive environment and 
professional perspectives about 
inclusion

You will demonstrate understanding of the 
major themes and topics related to least 
restrictive environment (LRE) and inclusion 
discussed in the course in a 10-page, double 
space essay. Consider the major focus areas of 
each module (historical perspective, legislation, 
family perspective, education, inclusion in 
today's schools, etc.)

For this open-ended and creative 
assignment and using Universal Design for 
Learning,  you will demonstrate 
understanding of the major themes and 
topics related to LRE and inclusion 
discussed in the course. Consider the 
major focus areas of each module 
(historical perspective, legislation, family 
perspective, education, inclusion in today's 
schools, etc.) In the past, students have 
written essays, written poems/stories, 
created models, written and sung songs, 
drawn pictures and created videos (just to 
name a few).









Final Thoughts

• Be creative!

• Allow students to be creative!

• Keep the learning objective in mind.

• Create a rubric or authentic assessment method
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Motivational Mindsets

GROWTH

PERSONAL RELEVANCE

SENSE OF BELONGING

*Creating class environment, university 
climate



GPS Messaging

´ Syllabus, welcome email/welcome video, first day of class

´ Growth emails for struggling students

´ Personal relevance folders, announcements, shares

´ Sense of belonging emails

´ Establish routines in messaging and active learning strategies



Growth Mindset

´ Establishing growth mindset in class – transparency!

´ Framing your assignments

´ Request to redo
´ Revise & resubmit

´ Exam retake

´ Exam wrappers



Personal Relevance

´ Make connections in class – transparency!

´ Connections with personal life
´ Interests, experiences, 

´ Connections with other classes, major, field
´ JEDI: representation, role models



Sense of Belonging

´ Building community in class – transparency!

´ Connections w/ (you) faculty, TAs, SI instructors, etc.
´ Regular office hours, tutoring

´ Connections w/ other students
´ Discussion prompts at the beginning of class (online option)
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